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Résumé ou extrait : From the perspective of institutionalism and theories of clusters, this book provides a
concept of organized crime as an institutional cluster in contrast to the concept of multiple offences,
associated with organized criminal groups or/and criminal organizations. The book offers shifts in the
methodology of organized crime analysis and extrapolates the tools of cluster modelling -- successfully
approbated in the social and economic sciences as a method for the organization of spatially localized
systems -- to the criminological field. Such an approach gives a fresh view of organized crime essence
and contributes to the deeper and more sophisticated understanding of organized crime modus operandi,



as well as its influence on the social landscape. Organized crime in today's world is increasingly moving
from rigidly structured entities to decentralization with unclear, blurred edges and a hybrid structure,
which is dictated by the rationality of adapting to social change, including the emergence of new
widespread demands for illegal goods and services, new ways to evade social control, the prevalence of
poly-criminal activities, the involvement in general digitalization, and so on. Specifically, the study is
focused on the evolution of organized crime models in Ukraine considering the socioeconomic, political,
and ideological background. Organized crime in Ukraine has gone through numerous transitions,
encompassing professionally or traditionally organized criminal groups (the so-called community of
'thieves in law'), functional racketeering groups, businessmen who accumulated their initial capital
through the shadow economy, bureaucratically constructed groups from former official vertically
powerful ruling circles, networks of personal or professional connections of the Soviet special services,
oligarchic-clan pyramidal structures and amorphous delocalized cyber entities. This book also gives a
broad picture of contemporary criminal clusters in Ukraine and an assessment of a full-scale war's impact.
Russia's invasion on 24 February 2022 and massive hostilities provoked a turbulent situation for
organized crime, resulting in the breaking of former criminal ties and the degradation of certain criminal
and corrupt practices. At the same time, the war and the martial law regime created opportunities for
organized crime in Ukraine to develop new illegal markets and relocate existing ones.
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