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Résumé ou extrait : The beautiful picture of brothers in arms vanquishing a tyrant. The power of a well-



orchestrated army and navy winning historic battles. Overwhelming military might and ability through
teamwork. This is how the US military services portray themselves to the public and to their own service
members through official doctrine. However, under the veneer of jointness, deeply fraught processes are
at play. Frequently, the services think more about protecting organizational turf than about national
security and maintaining an advantage against the United States’ external adversaries. Uniting US
military services is a difficult endeavor that becomes even more so the farther from a battlefield and the
higher up the command structure the unifying needs to happen. In The Collaborative Fight, Paul R. Birch
and Lina M. Svedin examine cases of institutional jointness among US military services from the late
nineteenth century into the twenty-first century. They draw actionable conclusions for practitioners in the
defense establishment while giving examples of successful joint cooperation that overcame the
difficulties inherent in pursuing it. Even the successful cases that Birch and Svedin discuss show that the
US military services face bureaucratic incentives and organizational leadership issues that make
battlefield cooperation less than ideal. Birch and Svedin adeptly translate theory and history into
approaches useful to practitioners in the field while examining the theoretical framework outlining the
drivers in joint military cooperation.
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