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Résumé ou extrait : "In Epidemics and the American Military, Dr. Jack McCallum examines the major
role the military has played propagating and controlling disease throughout this nation's history. The U.S.
armed forces recruit young people from isolated rural areas and densely populated cities, many of whom
have been exposed to a smorgasbord of germs. After training and living in close contact with each other
for months, soldiers are shipped across countries and continents and meet civilians and other armies.
McCallum argues that if one set out to design a perfect world for an aggressive pathogen, it would be
hard to do better than an army at war. There are four ways to combat epidemic infectious diseases:
quarantine, altering the ecology in which infections spread, medical treatment of infection, and
immunization. Each has played a specific but often overlooked role in American wars. A case can be



made that General George Washington saved the American Revolution when he mandated inoculation of
the Continental Army with smallpox. The Union Army might very well have taken Richmond in 1862
had it not been for an epidemic of typhoid fever during the Peninsular Campaign. Yellow fever was a
proximate cause of the American invasion of Cuba in 1898, and its control enabled a continued U.S.
presence on the island and in the rest of the Caribbean. Had it not been for influenza, German Gen. Erich
Ludendorff might well have succeeded in his offensive in the closing years of World War I. Before senior
Army and Naval officers recognized the importance of anti-malarial prophylaxis and forced its
acceptance by hesitant troops, the World War II Solomon and New Guinea campaigns were in danger of
collapsing." (jaquette)
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