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This essay deals with the professionnalisation of the French services. It aims at explaining the reform of
National Service : its soft implementation between 1991 and 2001, its acceleration upon Jacques Chirac’s
decision, its multiple causes, its overall success, and its long-term consequences. This essay advocates
that the connection between defense and civilian society has been significantly weakened. It isintended to
sum up major ideas about the topic and to provide food for thought in order to implement arobust and
consistent Reserve strategy and restore the link between the French and their services.
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