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Résumé ou extrait : 'The Ideology of Failed States reflects a lifetime of professional engagement with the
subject of intervention in weak, war-torn and fragile states. Constructed as an extended critique of the
concept of 'state failurée, its institutionalisation, and the uses to which the term has been put, mainly by
Western governments and Western-dominated institutions, Woodward persuasively and very effectively
demonstrates that the concept of state failureis not only conceptually vague but also empirically thin and
politically provocative. She has succeeded in lifting what she describes asthe 'vell of self-evidence' that
typically surrounds the use of the concept in public discourse and, especially, in policy-making circles.'
Mats Berdal, Director of Conflict, Security and Development Research Group (CSDRG), King's College
London
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