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Résumé ou extrait : Présentation de l'éditeur : "The focus of this work is to ascertain whether the concept
of operational shock, which has served as the intellectual underpinning of the US Army's doctrine over
the past thirty years, can be used to guide an operational approach in a counterinsurgency campaign. The
concept of operational shock sits at the foundation of much of United States Army's operational doctrine.
The American way of war now focuses not on the destruction of an enemy's equipment and personnel, but
on degrading and disrupting his ability to continue to fight. Much of counterinsurgency doctrine and
theory does not fit this operational logic. The previous decade of war has led to a renewed debate both in
public and inside the national security apparatus of the United States. With the publication of Field
Manual 3-24: Counterinsurgency, the United States produced its first doctrine dedicated to countering
insurgency in over twenty years. The logic within FM 3-24 dictates that if the counterinsurgent can
dissolve the conditions that enabled the existence of the insurgency, the governmental forces can change
the logic of the population. This paper does not refute the principle of addressing core grievances, which
stands at the center of much of current counterinsurgency theory. It does, however, posit that to



effectively set conditions to affect the logic of the population, the counterinsurgent must affect the logic
of the insurgency it is opposing. The intent of this monograph is neither to prove nor disprove either the
enemy centric or the population centric models of counterinsurgency, but instead to argue that there must
be a balance of both approaches. There may be a time during a counterinsurgency campaign where the
disruption of the insurgency's logic and causing a fractionalization within the enemy system should be the
focus of the counterinsurgent's operations. This monograph examines both the theoretical basis for current
operational and counterinsurgent doctrine."
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