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Résumé ou extrait : Extrait de lajaquette : "Reconciliation between political antagonists who went to war
against each other is not a natural process. Hostility toward an enemy only slowly abates and the political
resolution of a conflict is not necessarily followed by the immediate pacification of society and
reconciliation among individuals. Under what conditions can a combatant be brought to understand the



motivations of his enemies, consider them as equals, and develop a new relationship, going so far asto
even forgive them? By comparing the experiences of veterans of the South African and Franco-Algerian
conflicts, Laetitia Bucaille seeks to answer this question. She begins by putting the postconflict and
postcolonial order that characterizes South Africa, France, and Algeriainto perspective, examining how
each country provided symbolic and material rewards to the veterans and how past conflict continues to
shape the present. Exploring the narratives of ex-combatants, Bucaille also fosters an understanding of
their intimate experiences as well as their emotions of pride, loss, and guilt."
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