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Résumé ou extrait : "In a study of cyclical history, this book presents a grand sweep of modern history
and how decades of savage wars, and turbulence, led to a brief era of exhilaration and hope, followed by
despair in the new century. The collapse of the Berlin Wall (1989) and the Soviet Union (1991), marking
the end of the Cold War, were celebrated with great euphoria. The book points out that the defeat of
Soviet communism by the Western allies was one of the most consequential outcomes of great power
conflict in the twentieth century, comparable to the defeat of fascism in the Second World War, and of the
Central Powers led by Germany and Austria-Hungary in the First World War. However, optimistic
predictions of a peaceful and orderly world after the Cold War proved wrong, and new challenges
emerged across the globe such as international and regional conflicts, climate change, and mass
migration. The book explains how the initial excitement and hope after the collapse of the Soviet Union
turned to new challenges, and despair, continuing the cycle of history. Tripathi's scholarly rigor,
combined with his journalistic clarity, makes this book a landmark publication that stands out for its
depth, relevance, and the urgent message it conveys about the necessity of learning from history to



navigate the challenges of the future." (4e de couv.)
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