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Résumé ou extrait : The historian and archeologist presents a vivid and comprehensive account of warfare
in early Medieval England. In this compelling new study, Paull Hill reveals what documentary records
and the growing body of archaeological evidence can tell us about war and combat in the age of the great
Anglo-Saxon kings. The violent centuries before the Norman Conquest come to life in this detailed
account of how and why the Anglo-Saxons fought, how their warriors were armed and trained, how their
armies were organized, and much more. The role of combat in Anglo-Saxon society is explored, from the
parts played by the king and the noblemen to the means by which the men of the fyrd were summoned to
fight in times of danger. Land and naval warfare are both explored in depth. Hill also covers the politics
and diplomacy of warfare, the conduct of negotiations, the taking of hostages, the use of treachery, and
the controversial subject of the use of cavalry. The weapons and armor of the Anglo-Saxons are
described, including the spears, scramsaxes, axes, bows, swords, helmets, shields and mail that were
employed in the close-quarter fighting of the day. Drawing on this wealth of information, Hill presents a
vivid recreation of the actual experience of fighting in the campaigns against the Danes; the battles of
Ashdown, Maldon and Stamford Bridge; and the sieges at Reading and Rochester.
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