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Note sur le contenu : 1. On war and peace 2. The state system : the balance of power and the concept of
peace 3. The quest for peace : from the Congress of Vienna to the United Nations Charter 4. From sea to
shining sea : America's conception of its foreign policy 5. Europe's troubles, America's opportunity,
1776-1801 6. Europe's troubles, America's opportunity, 1801-1830 7. The United States within the
concert of Europe, 1830-1865 8. Premonitions of change, 1865-1914 9. The death of the Vienna system,
July 1914 10. The Vienna system reborn, April 1917 11. The interwar years : the precarious birth of the
modern world, 1919-1920 12. The interwar years : pretense and self-deception, 1920-1929 13. The
interwar years, 1929-1939 : Hitler's Icarian flight 14. The Soviet Union reaches for hegemony : the Stalin
years 15. The nuclear dimension : a case study 16. Conclusion : the Gorbachev era and beyond

Résumé ou extrait : Despite or perhaps because of what he has seen at negotiation tables and diplomatic
exchanges, Rostow writes with no bias other than to promote the goal of relative peace as attainable and
reasonable. That goal may become the more attainable, he feels, if more and more nations would come to
see it as reasonable. In this book written from his unique perspective and rooted in this nation's diplomatic
history, Rostow justifies mankind's aspirations for improvement as rational, therefore the proper pursuit
of governments. An optimistic rationalist, Professor Rostow suggests that both the inertia and the
momentum of history makes it impossible, and probably dangerous as well, to expect or even to seek
perfect peace. But a prudent degree of social continuity does not condemn mankind to live forever in a
state of unmitigated anarchy. - Publisher
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