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Note sur le contenu : Introduction Overview of conflict trends Operationalizing and projecting key factors
that will influence the future incidence of conflict Establishing the "no surprises" future Alternative
futures Final observations

Résumé ou extrait : La 4e de couv. indique : "Armed conflict has declined in both frequency and intensity
since the end of the Cold War. The trends are especially clear for interstate conflict, but they also hold
true for intrastate conflict. Taking into account historical trends and projections of key conflict drivers,
the interstate and intrastate baseline future conflict projections in this report depict a continued decline
through 2040, with interstate conflict down to extremely low levels and a much lower incidence of
intrastate conflict. Some divergence from these projections is likely. The three factors that most strongly
increased interstate conflict expectations were declining U.S. preeminence, declining capabilities of
international organizations, and declining prevalence of consolidated democracies. The incidence of
intrastate conflict is expected to increase if the capacity of state institutions or the rate of economic
growth declines. Although the authors' projections indicate that interstate conflict may be rare in the
future, the United States must retain a ready and credible land power deterrent to ensure such a future.
Such a deterrent might not be used frequently, but its very existence delays the rise of a challenger and
has a dampening effect on the incidence of conflict. The authors' projections also indicate that intrastate
conflict (including proxy wars) will continue to be the main form of conflict incidence and, given the U.S.
position in the international state system, Army forces are likely to become engaged in such conflicts. The
trends toward a decrease in conflict incidence do not necessarily mean fewer U.S. interventions."
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