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Résumé ou extrait : Présentation de l'éditeur : "Eddie Rickenbacker, Hub Zemke, Boots Blesse, and
Robin Olds are in the pantheon of American fighter aces. Their names are familiar to many, but there has
never been a book that examined their brilliant leadership ability as well as their aerial prowess
These four men were all robust personalities, difficult to discipline, and, more often than not, thorns in the
sides of their commanders. Each of these elite pilots burned to become the leading ace of his time. These
qualities were not unique. However, the achievements of these men were extraordinary, even for the
miniscule percentage of fighter pilots who ever became aces. Rickenbacker, Zemke, Blesse, and Olds
distinguished themselves by becoming "force multipliers"--They used their leadership skills, instinctive
knowledge of air warfare, and superior piloting abilities to make the other pilots in their units better
warriors. These men put their units' interest ahead of every other goal and in the process made their units
far more effective
Instead of using their skills merely to achieve personal glory, they trained units that produced multiple
aces while achieving ace status themselves
"Renowned aviation historian Walter Boyne details the careers of these legendary aces but also explains
the reasons why these pilots achieved such great success as aces and leaders. Boyne's fascinating
narrative puts you in the cockpits of fighter planes that varied vastly in technology, against enemies of



ever-increasing capability in World War I, World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. Aces in Command takes
you in a SPAD XIII with Rickenbacker over the Western Front. It puts you in a P-47 Thunderbolt with
Zemke over Germany, breaking all the rules but shooting down Germans. Then you fly with Blesse in a
Sabre, getting your victories deep inside North Korean lines - but never losing a wingman
Finally, it tells you of the exploits of the maverick Robin Olds in two wars, learning the trade in a P-38
Lightning during World War II and, later, using all he learned to whip a F-4 Phantom wing into shape in
Vietnam." "Despite the differences among the planes and jets of each era, Boyne makes a strong case that
Rickenbacker, Zemke, Blesse, and Olds could have been aces in any era. More importantly, he reveals the
characteristics and common denominators that made these aces superior combat leaders."
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