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Résumé ou extrait : Considered the first documented commitment of a Western-style army facing a nation-
wide insurgency, the Peninsular War deserves a critical examination of French pacification methods. In
spite of a severe defeat, the Grande Armee achieved success while conducting counterinsurgency
operations in Aragon and Andalusia. Based on Spanish, French and British primary sources, thisthesis
intended to examine if these results were connected to the personality of great commanders, flexible small
unit leaders, or external factors. The underlying rationale was also to produce a broader picture on French
counterinsurgency while bridging the imperial experience with the colonia period. The comparison of
Marshal Soult and Marshal Suchet's case-studies demonstrated that French officers solved their
operational dilemmain different manners. But the analysis also outlined a common denominator to their
practices. Leverage of religion, build up of native security forces, and development of an influence-driven
campaign constituted the major tenets of this nascent doctrine of counterinsurgency.
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