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Résumé ou extrait : This book is acomprehensive analysis of the various social science approaches to
explaining and interpreting war, peace and the military. Its central aim isto trace and reconstruct those
basic assumptions constructed and 'thought processes’ undertaken by modern social sciencesin their
research and conceptualization of military violence and the use of force. In addition to such
reconstruction, the aim is aso to enquire into the preconditions of such thought. This study therefore
eschews the development of an explicit 'strategy’ (in the sense of aresearch strategy), but instead is much
more concerned with thinking about its subject matter by means of re-thinking and reflecting upon
different theoretical approaches and problems. The investigation includes a critical reexamination of the
tradition of military-sociological research from the beginning of modern sociology to late-twentieth
century theoretical approaches regarding the security-focused and/or war-driven aspects of modern
society.
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