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Résumé ou extrait : La jaquette indique : "The national Security act of 1947, intented to unify the separate
armed services under a single Defense Secretary, failed to settle the deeper issue that divided them, the
debate over roles and missions. One symptom of this conflict was a showdown between the Air Force and
the Navy over the role of carrier aviation in the national security framework of the United States.From the
early days of aviation, Army and Navy aviators had approached their roles very differently. Army air
doctrine centered on strategic bombing while Navy doctrine focused on carrier air power as an
inceasingly important element of the fleet 's offensive striking power . In the postwar era of
demobilization, theses differences were exacerbated as each service fought for its share of a decreasing
defense budget. Louis A. Johnson 's appointment as Secretary of Defense in late march 1949 added to the
Air Force-Navy friction. While Johnson allowed procurement of B-36s for the Air force's strategic
bombing program to be greatly accelarated, he cancelled development of the first flush-deck supercarrier,
which would have enable the Navy to operate long-range attack aircraft capable of carrying atomic
weapons. This rejection fueled the Navy's fear that naval aviation was to have a diminishing role in the
new atomic age and provided the final impetus for a clash between the Air force and the Navy.The
conflict came to a head when an anonymous document was delivered to members of Congress in may
1949, alleging improprieties in the Air Force procurement of the B-36 bomber. Altough later found to be
baseless, theses charges inspired two sets of congressional hearings : the first on the B-36 bomber
program itself, and the second on the issue of unification and strategy. During the latter hearings, high-



ranking naval officers voiced their opinions that naval aviation was being denigrated by a Defense
Secretary enamored with the possibilities of strategic bombing and scornful of the Navy's contribution to
such a mission. The press soon termed their vehement testimony in support of naval aviation the "revolt
of the admirals. "Louis Johnson's continuing cuts in the Navy's budget after the hearing indicated to the
press and the public that the "revolt" was a defeat for the navy. A thorough examination of recently
declasified documents, however, reveals the true nature of the "revolt" and its results. The author
contends that the strength of the officers' arguments convinced many members of Congress of the
importance of naval aviation, thus setting the stage for its renaissance."
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