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Résumé ou extrait : "Combining a nuanced history with a unique counternarrative concerning stereotypes
of the immigrant, Salvatore Lupo, a leading historian of modern Italy and a major authority on its
criminal history, has written the definitive account of the Sicilian Mafia from 1860 to the present.
Consulting rare archival sources, he traces the web of associations, both illicit and legitimate, that have
defined Cosa Nostra during its various incarnations. He focuses on several crucial periods of transition:
the Italian unification of 1860 to 1861, the murder of noted politician Notarbartolo, fascist repression of
the Mafia, the Allied invasion of 1943, social conflicts after each world war, and the major murders and
trials of the 1980s. Lupo identifies the internal cultural codes that define the Mafia and places these codes
within the context of social groups and communities. He also challenges the belief that the Mafia has
grown more ruthless in recent decades. Rather than representing a shift from "honorable" crime to
immoral drug trafficking and violence, Lupo argues the terroristic activities of the modern Mafia signify a
new desire for visibility and a distinct break from the state. Where these pursuits will take the family adds



a fascinating coda to Lupo's work."--Book jacket
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